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ABSTRACT

Yann Martel, through his novel, Life of Pi chooses
on a lifeboat with a Royal Bengal tiger and with some other

might prove even more threatening. His struggle attain
tiger and with the passage of time both of them renoun
, but more than that, he gives
d his sense of desolagiibn. Pi’s non-religious kind of
nce for him in the midgL of cui

of faith and survival when he is left alone
to consideration how Pi confronts on the

Pacific Ocean on a lifeboat along with a carnivorous hyena, an
w rats and cockroaches and a four hundred fifty pound Royal Bengal

immigrating to Can ong with a number of animals to be sold to zoos overseas sinks with a
“monstrous metallic $urp”? and Pi finds that he is the only survivor. His two hundred twenty seven
days journey across the Pacific Ocean make a powerful story of faith and survival when he is left
alone with only a tiger for company as the other animals perish one by one. Besides Pi’s struggle to
keep body and soul together with the meagre supplies in the lifeboat and whatever he can procure
from the ocean, his chief preoccupation is to save himself from becoming the tiger’s next meal. It is
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his past experience with animals in his father’s zoo; his intelligence and his non-religious kind of
faith enable him to survive the ordeal.

Martel in an interview has said that, “everyone’s the same but they express their sameness in
different ways”.2 It, in fact, applies to the treatment of the issues of survival and faith in the novel
which is alike yet different from other similar novels, e.g. Hemingway’s Old Man and the Sea. Pi’s
predicament on the lifeboat along with so many zoo animals puts him in thgfposition of a zoo owner
with the lifeboat resembling a mini zoo. But the threat that he faces ft, se animals especially
from the tiger and the disaster of the sea combined to make Pi’s story a story a double edge. The

He is married and has two

subjects for his Bachelor’s

his life. Pi chooses religious

metrftally opposite perspectives of the
e and delicate balance of which exists

ce on account of his French name Piscine

pool in France by a fond family friend but the

> by his classmates. He, therefore, on his own

is more neutral sounding and easy on the tongue. Pi also talks

be attracting religi way a dog attracts fleas”.® But Pi’s attraction to religion is an essential
prelude to his spiritugh journey. It helps him to evolve a unique non-religious kind of faith which
helps him to tide over difficulties in his latter life. It also makes him a true seeker of God. He realizes
quite early in his life that the “main battlefield for good is not the open ground of public arena but
the small clearing of each heart”. To Pi, religion is about dignity, it is not about depravity and this is
how he manages to symbolise the various elements of all religions in to personal belief system and
devotional life which is beautiful as well as breath-taking. His seven months ordeal on the boat is the
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driving force behind his spirituality and secular belief. We get a clue of the culmination of Pi’s faith
in the following paragraph.

“One such time | left town and on my way back, at a point where the land was high and | could
see the sea to my left and down the road..... | suddenly felt I was in heaven. The spot was in fact no
different from when I had passed it...., but my way of seeing it had changed. The feeling, a
paradoxical mix of the pulsing energy and profound peace, was intense and @€autiful. Whereas before
the road, the sea, the trees, the air, the sun all spoke differently to me, spoke one language
of unity
knelt as a mortal; I rose as an immortal. | felt like the centre of s
of a much larger one. Atmah met Allah”.’

Pi does not forget God when he makes an invento
him through his desperate days, and nor does he for:
life-boat. Pi’s survival story is marred by the loss
substantial knowledge of animal psychology serve

en alive by the hyena. The
orangutan called Orange Juice, who co island of bananas in a halo
of light”® and who is the source of som i

killed by the hyena. The hyena which in ly beyond redemption’ is finally killed
ing to be the next target. He very soon
rovide regular supplies of food for the

Prty feet. But life on the raft is risky and Pi tries and
lifeboat. Pi on one occasion also handles tiger’s excreta just to

remotely edible, fr eads and guts to turtle flippers: “No cardamom payasam was as sweet or
as rich as creamy turtl@eggs or turtle fat. A chopped-up mixture of heart, lungs, liver flesh, cleaned
out intestines, sprinkfed fish parts, the whole soaked in yolk-and-serum gravy made an unsurpassable
finger licking thali”.° Pi even tries to eat the tigers feces but finds that it is “truly waste matter with
no nutrients in it”.* Plagued by constant hunger and bruises and sores all over his body, Pi finds that
worse than constant fear and hunger is boredom and wishes he had a book with a never ending story.
Once, he closely misses rescue when he fails to draw the attention of a passing ship. His despair is
profound and it is at this moment that Pi acknowledges his love for Richard Parker and says if he did
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not have Richard Parker, he would die of hopelessness. Pi’s encounter with another survivor, a
Frenchman, occurs when he is almost dying of hunger and virtually blind due to an eye infection.
Lost in food fantasies, Pi feels it is Richard Parker talking to him when he hears another human voice.
The conversation between the two adrift and unmoored humans is an example of insanity brought
about by hopelessness and hunger. Pi, with his typical oriental effusiveness, welcomes the other as
his brother, but the Frenchman has other intentions. He tries to kill Pi for his flesh, but before Pi can
warn him about the tiger on board, he is killed by Richard Parker. Thus, 4flis the tiger that saves Pi
from his own kind.

There are numerous incidents in the novel that add a bit of sp§
the first killing of the dorado, the experience with the school
booty of freshwater from the solar stills and many such mo

Though Pi has touched solid ground after a long

bountiful supply of food to both him and Richard P

discovers the truth about it being a murderops i d like a utopia to Pi
of thirty two human teeth

encased in the leafy fruit of a tree. But i kable to him. He moves on

and they wander aimlessly till they rea

ike a child for his sudden disappearance. Pi is also
of God. God remained with him all these months and now that

tation of the whole story told to the investigating officers makes the

esting. However, it comes nowhere near the real story as for as
excellence is con . Martel has been accused of plagiarism as the plot of the story is akin to Max
and the Cat, a nov Brazilian author Moacyr Sclair. But Martel in his author’s note has
acknowledged his grdtitude to Sclair for the ‘spark of life in the novel’. The reader knows from the
very beginning that Pi has been saved, yet the novel turns out to be a nail biting adventure story, and
this is what accounts for its appeal and charm. The wonderful and elegant writing of Martel, his
appeal to charm and shock at the same time, and his vivid representations of the sea add more to its
beauty and makes it even more endearing. Life of Pi convinces us that life is full of mystery, and
existence is more important than anything else.
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